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The U.S. Army has long used the staff ride as a tool for pro-fessional development, conveying the

lessons of the past to contemporary soldiers. In 1906 Maj. Eben Swift took twelve of-ficer students

from Fort Leavenworthâ€™s General Service and Staff School to the Chickamauga battlefield on the

Armyâ€™s first of-ficial staff ride. Since that time Army educators have employed the staff ride to

provide Army officers with a better understand-ing of a past military operation, of the vagaries of

war, and of military planning. It can also serve to enliven a unitâ€™s esprit de corpsâ€”a constant

objective in peacetime or war.To support the Armyâ€™s initiatives, the Center is publish-ing staff

ride guides such as this one on the Battle of Antie-tam. This account is drawn principally from

contemporary and after-action reports, as well as from reminiscences of partici-pants, both officers

and enlisted men.The Battle of Antietam provides important lessons in com-mand and control,

leadership, and unit training. This small vol-ume should be a welcome training aid for those

undertaking an Antietam staff ride and valuable reading for those interested in the Civil War and in

the history of the military art.
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this is a great guide to the Battle of Antietam including some good maps. It is also available free as

a download at the website of the army Center of Military History.

Perceptive, passionate, captivating , insightful.
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